GROWTH IN POTENTIAL SUPPLY OF EDUCATED
WORKERS: PART-TIME ENROLLMENT TRENDS

IN THE PAST DECADE

The majority of part-time enrollees at post-secondary educational

institutions are in public two-year institutions. In the Northeast

region, part-time enrollment at public two-year institutions in-

creased at a sluggish annual rate of 0.5 percent between 2000 and

2010. As such, the region’s enrollment growth lagged behind the

rates in Massachusetts and the United States. Reflecting a simi-

lar pattern as Massachusetts, part-time enrollment in both public

and private four-year institutions in the Northeast region declined

over the past decade while growing nationwide. In comparison,
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Less-than-Two-Year Institution

Northeast MA
3 25
1 65
-2 40
-10.4 10.0
76 1,522
485 2,633
409 1,111
20.4 5.6
79 1,547
486 2,698
407 1,151
19.9 5.7

the small number of part-time enrollments at private less-than-

two-year institutions grew six fold between 2000 and 2010, far

exceeding both state and national enrollment patterns.

Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Post Secondary Education

Data System.
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